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The Alternatives to War

If states are not to go to war, what should they do 
instead? In The Alternatives to War, James Pattison 
considers the case for the alternatives to military action 
to address mass atrocities and aggression. 

The volume examines the normative issues raised by 
measures ranging from comprehensive economic 
sanctions, diplomacy, and positive incentives, to 
criminal prosecutions, nonviolent resistance, accepting 
refugees, and arming rebels.  Overall, Pattison 
provides a comprehensive account of the ethics of 
the alternatives to war. In doing so, he argues that the 
case for war is weaker and the case for many of the 
alternatives is stronger than commonly thought. The 
upshot is that, when reacting to mass atrocities and 
aggression, states are generally required to pursue 
the alternatives to war rather than military action. The 
volume concludes that this has significant implications 
for pacifism, just war theory, and the responsibility to 
protect doctrine.
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By James Pattison

James Pattison is Professor of Politics at the University of Manchester.

• Provides the first detailed account of the ethics of 
the alternatives to war

• Provides a comprehensive account that covers all 
of the main alternatives to military action, from 
economic sanctions to nonviolent resistance

• Considers several measures that have not previously 
received ethical analysis.
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